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ALTERNATE ROUTE RESPONSE PLAN 

Typical Situation Potential Response(s) 

Incident Located on Shoulder or Off of Roadway 
Expected Duration < 30 min 

Shoulder and/or one outside lane blocked On scene traffic control only 

No lanes blocked Do nothing 

Incident Located on Roadway 
Expected Duration < 2 hour 

All lanes blocked Full diversion 

One outside lane and one inside lane blocked 
Advanced warning using three upstream DMS 

Advise using alternate route 

One inside lane blocked 
Use spotter to direct traffic 

Advanced warning using two upstream DMS 

Shoulder and/or one outside lane blocked 
On scene traffic control 

Advanced warning using one upstream DMS 

Incident Located on Roadway 
Expected Duration > 2 hour 

All lanes blocked 

Full diversion 
Hazardous material spill 

Fatality 

Multi-vehicle/multiple incidents (close proximity) 

More than two lanes blocked including one or more 
inside lanes 

Partial diversion 
Use DMS to have through traffic use global detour 
Divert one or more lanes of traffic onto local detour 

One outside lane and one inside lane blocked 
Set up cones/barricades to restrict lanes 
Advanced warning using upstream DMS 

Advise using alternate route 
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